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Why Fur Becomes the Main "Prop in Severin’s Drama

One of the perfectly crafted plays over the years is Venus in Fur by Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, which addresses different themes, including love, feminism and male submission. The play revolves around two main characters, male and female, with the narrator (Severin) explaining how he needs to be enslaved by Wanda as a result of infatuation. The narrator tells his dreams to a friend, speaking about love to Venus, while she wears fur. The two main characters, Severin and Wanda engage in a powerful erotic play, where Severin seeks to be mistreated, as a sign of submission to Wanda. In the play, fur is used to portray the beauty of a woman and how the former acts as an attractive agent, leading to the complex relationship between Severin and Wanda. The inclusion of fur in the title can be perceived as a show of women vulnerability and at the same time, the source of their power. This is because the world prompts the development of masochism, an implication of total sexual submission and control.

Fur becomes the main prop in the play because it makes Severin lose his power and confidence, allowing Wanda to fully have control over him and all his desires. In their trip to Florence, he acts as Wanda's servant, allowing her to mistreat him before the public. Also, at the hotel, she hires women to take total control over him. The brutal treatment causes Severin to have suprasensual experiences, which in this case can be equated to the fur in the title of the book.

As the man speaks to Venus while she is wearing fur, he is forced to submit because of her beauty. In this context, fur is used to show a woman's beauty, and how it can easily fade. I think that fur becomes the main prop in the drama because, it is because of her beauty that the man is infatuated. Infatuation is a short lived feeling compare to love. Similarly, fur, despite being beauty, and tender, it can be easily destroyed. At first, Wanda does not show her desire to mistreat Severin. However, due to sexual attraction and how interesting she finds this way of expression, she jumps into the band wagon. Fur is the main prop in men's disempowerment because it is because of a woman's beauty and not love, that he seeks to be enslaved.

Another reason why fur is the main prop is because, as the book comes to a conclusion, Wanda seeks to find a man who can control her instead of being the controller. Finding another man shows how infatuation is seasonal. To put this in perspective, Severin loses the desire to submit after knowing about Wanda's new lover. Just as fur is delicate and easily destructible, the relationship between Severin and Wanda is lost because of the unequaled feelings towards each other.

In conclusion, Fur play a key role in showing how beauty, infatuation, and love are closely related, and yet far apart. The use of fur to represent beauty, or rather goddess excels in creation and support of the narrative.
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